reproductive weight, or that of recently ingested large meals, decreases sprint speed and endurance (Shine, 1980; Bauwens and Thoen, 1981; Garland and Arnold, 1983; Garland, 1985; Seigel et al., 1987; Brodie, 1989; Van Damme et al., 1989; Cooper et al., 1990) . Similar laboratory and field studies have confirmed that gravidity enhances the risk of predation (Shine, 1980; Andren, 1985; Madsen, 1987) . In this note, we document survivorship in wild caught pregnant and non pregnant females of the viviparous lizard Sceloporus grammicus to determine if litter weight increases the risk of mortality in nature. S. grammicus is a small, viviparous lizard inhabiting high elevation regions of central Mexico. Females ovulate in the fall, develop embryos throughout the winter and give live birth in the Spring (Guillette and CasasAndreu, 1980), coinciding with onset of the rainy season, which spans from May to October. For three consecutive years (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) , all adult females in a 0.5 ha plot in the Zoquiapan National forest were marked and released twice a year during June and November (table 1) . Females captured during June had just given birth and would not become pregnant until November 15, whereas those captured during November would be pregnant all winter until parturition in June. Survivorship of the non-pregnant females was documented from June to November, and of the pregnant ones from November to June. For both groups, survivorship was calculated as the percentage of individuals surviving from each previous cohort (table 1) . Mean survivorship of all percentages from June to November was 69% and from November to June 79%. Thus, pregnant females averaged greater survivorship than non-pregnant ones, and the difference was highly significant (Mann-Whitney Test; U = 39, U' = 153, N, = 12, N2 = 16, P < 0.005).
The ratio of clutch to female body mass (relative clutch mass, RCM) is now considered the principal measure of reproductive effort in reptiles (Vitt and Congdon, 1978; Vitt and Price, 1982; Cuellar, 1984) . According to Vitt and Congdon (1978) , body shape and clutch volume should coevolve to maximize reproductive success while minimizing adult mortality. Similarly, differential survivorship of females carrying egg clutches should partially influence relative clutch mass (RCM), foraging behavior and predator escape tactics (Vitt and Price, 1982) . Thus, within active foraging, streamlined species that rely on flight to escape predators, RCM tends to be relatively low, whereas it tends
